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served in the Army during the Vietnam
war. His passion for helping our vet-
erans stems way beyond his service in
the State; it stems throughout the Na-
tion.

Bob is a no-nonsense cowboy. He has
got a zest for life and a zest for serving
God. He also has a zest for telling the
truth, even if you didn’t want to hear
it.

I am honored today to recognize Bob
and his beautiful wife of 48 years,
Janna. They have two children and five
grandchildren.

Today, in New Mexico, we are cele-
brating Bob Wooley’s 756th birthday. On
behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I wish Bob Wooley a happy 75th
birthday.

————

RECOGNIZING LAKEWOOD POLICE
AGENT ASHLEY FERRIS

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize Agent Ashley
Ferris of the Lakewood Police Depart-
ment for her heroic actions which un-
doubtedly saved lives and protected our
community from further violence.

On December 27, 2021, the Denver and
Lakewood, Colorado, communities ex-
perienced a terrible tragedy. A gunman
opened fire at multiple locations in
Denver before traveling to Lakewood
where he continued the shooting spree.

As a result of this gun violence, five
lives were taken and two others were
injured. My condolences go to the
friends and family of the five victims
of these murders: Alicia Cardenas,
Danny Scofield, Sarah Steck, Alyssa
Gunn-Maldonado, and Michael
Swinyard. Jimmy Maldonado was in-
jured as well as Agent Ferris, who
bravely confronted and killed the gun-
man even after being shot in the abdo-
men, undoubtedly preventing addi-
tional loss of life.

The Lakewood Police Department
said it best: ““If not for the heroic ef-
forts of Agent Ferris and other law en-
forcement, this incredibly violent trag-
edy could have been even worse.”’

Agent Ferris was previously recog-
nized for her actions on the job in 2020
when she, along with two fellow Lake-
wood Police Officers, performed life-
saving measures on a woman suffering
medical distress. For her actions, she
was presented with the department’s
Lifesaving Award.

I am thankful Agent Ashley Ferris
was recently released from the hos-
pital. I wish her a full and speedy re-
covery, and I extend my deepest appre-
ciation for her bravery, sacrifice, and
service to our community.

CALIFORNIA’S STATEWIDE
DROUGHT EMERGENCY
(Mr. VALADAO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, in the
midst of a statewide drought emer-
gency, California has experienced
much-needed rain and snowfall during
these winter months.

While communities across my dis-
trict are especially grateful for the
rainfall we have encountered, I remain
concerned that the State of California
has already announced a zero percent
allocation for water deliveries for this
year.

I also remain concerned that the Bu-
reau of Reclamation could possibly an-
nounce a similar water allocation for
2022 within the next month.

This is unacceptable.

We must work together to figure out
a way to fully utilize the water we
have access to in a way that benefits
our communities and agriculture pro-
duction. Farmers are desperate for
water to grow their crops. Rural towns
continue to face water shortages.

We need this rain, but we also need
to do a better job of managing our re-
sources. We have opportunities to move
our water vresponsibly when the
snowpack melts.

As you can see here, more than 5 mil-
lion acre-feet of water was sent out to
the ocean over this past year. This
water could have gone a long way for
our communities and for farmers in the
Central Valley.

I have asked time and time again for
support from the House majority to ad-
dress this issue. The families of the
Central Valley cannot continue to
wait. I ask my colleagues yet again to
join my efforts to improve water man-
agement in California.

————————

BENEFITS OF THE BIPARTISAN
INFRASTRUCTURE LAW

(Mr. MRVAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to share how the recent enact-
ment of the bipartisan infrastructure
law is already delivering for organized
labor and businesses in the First Dis-
trict of Indiana.

My district is home to three airports
that are drivers of our economy. They
are essential to moving goods and peo-
ple throughout the region and Nation
and create good-paying jobs and in-
creased economic opportunities.

According to the Federal Aviation
Administration, three regional airports
are expected to receive funds under the
bipartisan infrastructure law, includ-
ing over $150,000 to the Michigan City
Municipal Airport, almost $300,000 to
the Porter County Regional Airport,
and over $750,000 to the Gary/Chicago
International Airport.

I look forward to continuing the
work in a spirit of cooperation with
local and State officials to harness the
impact of the bipartisan infrastructure
law.

———

HONORING MATT PEDIGO

(Mr. COMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor Matt Pedigo of Allen County,
Kentucky, who recently retired as gen-
eral manager of the Citizen-Times
newspaper in Scottsville.

After 22 years of reporting on the
community he loves, Matt decided to
put down his pen and pursue other ven-
tures. At a time when many people are
distrustful of the agenda of the media,
Matt has been a shining star over the
years, accurately reporting on current
events and happenings in Allen County.

Through numerous interviews and
conversations with Matt during my
years in public service, I grew to appre-
ciate his work ethic, knowledge of the
issues, and passion for sharing the
news with his community.

While he may be retiring, I know
from my interactions with Matt that
he is not finished making positive con-
tributions to the community of Allen
County and south-central Kentucky. I
wish him nothing but the best in a

well-earned retirement from jour-
nalism.
————
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HONORING THE LIFE OF EDNA
BROWN

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with a heavy heart to pay trib-
ute to distinguished Ohio Senator Edna
Brown, a trailblazer who recently
passed away.

Edna Brown was a remarkable public
servant from Toledo, Ohio, who dedi-
cated her life and her three decades of
service to improving the well-being and
future of our community.

As the first and only African Amer-
ican to represent Lucas County in the
Ohio Senate, she blazed a trail for
many to follow at the highest level of
elected office in Ohio.

She was a warm, inviting, and im-
mensely kind person whose focus was
always on public service and bettering
the lives of the people she served, the
people she truly loved.

Northwest Ohio lost a great cham-
pion. Her family lost a great mother
and grandmother. America needs more
people like Edna Brown in public serv-
ice.

Her memory will live with us, and I
know her legacy will inspire the next
generation of Ohio’s leaders, including
women leaders.

I will include her life story and her
obituary in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
as a tribute to her persevering accom-
plishments for our Nation’s better-
ment.

Godspeed, Edna Brown. May the an-
gels carry you very high, and may you
rest in peace.
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